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@@ihellington, BC 20515 

November 18,2005 

The Honorable Rob Portman 
U.S. Trade Representative 
600 17th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20508 

Dear Ambassador Portman: 

We understand that negotiations on the Andean Free Trade Agreement (AFTA) 
have renewed momentum and that movement on this issue may come at any time. We 
are writing to bring your attention to our concerns about the domestic asparagus industry. 

As your staff is fully aware, since the implementation of the Andean Trade 
Preferences Act (ATPA), imports of fresh Peruvian asparagus have increased from 2,800 
metric tons in 1991 to over 55,631 metric tons in 2004. Similarly, imports of frozen 
asparagus have increased from 175 metric tons in 1991 to over 4,000 MT last year. 
These duty-free imports have injured US asparagus growers and decimated much of our 
country's asparagus processing capacity. For example, before ATPA the State of 
Washington had three major processing plants: Chiquita, Del Monte, and Seneca. 
Today, none of those plants remain - they have all moved to Peru. The collapse of the 
processing sector is forcing producers to sell on the fresh market, competing directly with 
Peruvian fresh imports. 

We remind you that the Andean Trade Preferences Act is not a trade agreement, 
but part of our nation's anti-drug policy. We do not believe the unilateral policies 
extended under ATPA in 1991 should be used as the starting point for the AFTA 
negotiations - the domestic asparagus industry has already suffered tremendously from 
the current one-sided trade arrangement. American asparagus growers are forced to 
compete at a disadvantage, and addressing this unfair trade policy must be a priority. 

We request your strong advocacy of the following conditions in the AFTA talks: 

1. U.S. tariffs on Peruvian fresh asparagus may remain at zero for the period during 
which over 70 percent of Peruvian fresh asparagus is imported into the United 
States (August-January), but between February and July the U.S. tariff on fresh 
asparagus starts at the Most Favored-Nation (MFN) rate and is phased out over 
the longest period possible. 

2. Safeguards are to be included in the agreement such that the MFN rate snaps into 
effect once imports of canned or frozen asparagus exceed the level that was 
imported the year prior to the passage of the Andean Trade Preferences Act. 

These conditions would provide U.S. asparagus producers some relief during their 
largest production times, allowing the industry to continue production in the acreage that 
remains. 
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Thank you for your consideration of our requests. We look forward to continuing 
to work with you to find a solution beneficial to the U.S. asparagus industry. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress Member of Congress 
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Richard Pombo Dennis Cardoza 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress ember of Congress 
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&- Ri Larsen Vernon ~hlers//B 
Member of Congress Member of W g r e s s  

Greg ~ a l d &  
Member of congress Member of Congress 
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Jim Costa 
Member,of Congress 




